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Tribute to
Priscilla Schwartz 

Priscilla was a good friend to the YAA.  Her tireless 
efforts as vice-president in large part have made our 
organization what it is today.  She was always there 
to do whatever needed to be done and I will miss her 
energy and optimism.  As we embark on a mission to 
create the new ÒYork Center for the ArtsÓ with our 
plans for a new building I am reminded how critical 
this was to Priscilla.  In order to honor her memory I 
think it is important for all of us to 
work half  
as hard as she did to make her 
dream a reality. Barry Tarr 
 
Priscilla lived life to its fullest and refused 
to be discouraged easily.   Even in her 
final battle with cancer she did her very 
Priscilla was an excellent YAA 
member that made (issues) clear 
for all to understand and work 
with!  She also (kept in contact 
with) all Board members for 
years! Tom Stevens 
best to carry on and be involved not only 
at YAA, with the garden, leadership 
committee, Second Saturday Music 
Performances and Vice President of the 
board, but also continued volunteering at 
the York Public Library chairing their 
Program Committee and being an active 
member of the Board of Trustees, and 
volunteering at the Ogunquit Museum of Art.   She was also 
a devoted Mother and Grandmother taking her grandchildren 
on trips all over the world.  We all feel fortunate to have 
known her and greatly miss her. Lou Hargan 
 

"To succeed you need to find someone to hold on 
to, someone to motivate you and someone to 
inspire you . . . " Priscilla was all three to me - I 
miss her. Suzie Goodwin 
!
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!
'm sure we will all be feeling the loss of Priscilla for 
years to come. She was a force of nature! The energy 
Priscilla devoted to her job, and volunteer positions, 
and her genuine enthusiasm for the local arts 
community was amazing. I personally learned a lot 
from her. Elena Sarni 
 
 
 

I was just getting to know Priscilla in my short time on 
the Board of Directors, but it was easy to see what a 
driver she was of good things to come for the York Art 
Association.  The ripple effects of her efforts to 
transform YAA into a vibrant resource for the arts 
community and the cultural landscape of York in 
general are being felt.  Her dedication, vision, and 
abundant gifts of her time are a great inspiration for us 

all to continue building on the 
momentum that Priscilla was so 
instrumental in creating for YAA. 
 And, we will.  Tori Rasche  
 
I only new a Priscilla a short time 
but found her to be a very pleasant 
person to talk to.  She was 
extremely driven, a dedicated 
volunteer to many organizations 
and had a great love for the arts and 
the York Art Association.  Her 
courage and good attitude she 
maintained during her battle with 
cancer was inspiring.  Her hard 
work and great personality will 
truly be missed.  
Gary Woods 
 
Priscilla was a very good friend of 
mine over the past several years 
and I truly miss her! I first met her 

when she interviewed me at YAA for a local 
newspaper about my art career and showing in NYC, 
etc during the beginning of Abstract Expressionism 
and Pop art.  Her knowledge of art was phenomenal 
.My husband was very fond of her, too. When he 
died 3 years ago we met for dinner or lunch and she 
was so good to me.....drove me to meetings and 
openings.  She was always so interested in 
everything...we exchanged books on Maine and its 
islands and once she even cooked a gourmet meal for 
me and brought it to my home! She was a wonderful 
cook. As OMAA said... "she was a treasure"...so true! 
By coincidence our first and middle names were the 
same...she was Priscilla Jane Schwartz and I am 
Priscilla Jane Haley (Bilous). I guess we are kindred 
souls! As you all know she did so much for   YAA 
and OMAA and her other passions and we all miss 
her so!  Priscilla J. Haley.... 
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